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the document is decided from a plurality of protection levels by considering the value of the 
printed document, the latent possibility of forgery with respect to the document and cost for 
forgery prevention. A printer printing a watermark corresponding to the decided protection 
level is selected. The respective pages of the document are printed by using the printer. A 
mechanism for generating the evidence of copy and tracking information are incorporated in 
the watermark in accordance with the protection level. 
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